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Rockland Energy Policy

by Nathan Davis
The City of Rockland recently was named the winner of the Efficiency Maine
Trust’s 2018 Philip C. Hastings Award for leadership in energy efficiency
initiatives including Weatherize Rockland, PACE home energy loan financing,
and downtown streetlight replacement. This award is a significant recognition of
Rockland’s commitment to efficiency and sustainability as demonstrated by past
projects. How can we continue this work into the future?
One way might be to develop a community energy policy: a policy adopted by
the City of Rockland to guide energy development and efficiency in both public
and private sectors. Other municipalities around the country and world have
adopted community energy policies, and some are already reaching their goals.
One of the most inspiring and ambitious is Net Zero Montpelier, which aims to
make Montpelier, Vermont the first state capital to produce or offset all of its
energy needs from renewable energy sources by 2030. Another example is that
of Madison, Wisconsin, which has become the first city in Wisconsin to make a
community-wide 100% commitment to clean energy.
I am a member of the City of Rockland’s Energy Advisory Committee, and we
are about to begin the process of developing a community energy policy for
Rockland, which we intend to eventually present to the City Council for
adoption. This process will begin with a community energy forum on September
26 at 7pm at City Hall. Please attend, hear expert panelists discuss energy
opportunities and challenges locally and throughout Maine, and offer comments
and questions! The process of developing this policy will be long and complex,
and we expect it to take at least 10 months, per federal Department of Energy
guidance.
Astute readers will notice that the two examples I offered focus on renewable
and clean energy. A community energy policy need not focus primarily on
renewables, but I certainly hope that Rockland’s will. Our federal government’s
shameful abdication of leadership on climate change and environmental
protection has left smaller units of government — states, counties, and
municipalities — to forge a path ahead. Climate change is inflicting and will
inflict grave suffering on millions or billions of the world’s poorest people. Will
a community energy policy in Rockland save the world? Of course not. But a
policy that focuses on renewables would be part of a global effort towards
sustainability that is a necessary condition for the continuation of our
civilization in something like its present form.
Does this mean that we want Rockland to set pie-in-the-sky goals and then
expect other people to figure out how to meet them? No! Our goals will be
accompanied by plans, including plans for financing. The goals may be
aggressive in date and extent, but they are not going to rely on magical thinking.
We are also going to invite the businesses of Rockland (especially the industrial
businesses) to participate closely in the process of developing a community
energy policy so that we are aware and respectful of their needs and constraints.
No one group, individual, or business will take primary consideration or
importance in this process, but we want to hear from everyone about their goals
and concerns.
So please attend the forum on September 26 at 7pm at City Hall! Come and be
part of a process to shape the future of energy production and conservation in
Rockland. Be part of a global conversation about the costs and benefits of
different approaches to energy policy. Snacks will be provided.

‘little wing’ by Kirk Gentelen

Don't forget!

Community Picnic
at MacDougal Park

There will be a Rockland community picnic on
Saturday, September 8, at Rockland’s MacDougal
Community Park. The park entrance is at the corner of
Gay Street and Broadway in Rockland.
The event starts at 10 am for those who willing to help.
Picnic lunch will start at 11. Everything at the picnic,
including raffle tickets, will be free for children. The food
and the prizes have been donated by area businesses.
At noon the games will begin.
For more information, and to offer to help, call Mike
Grondin, 596-2448
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Buzz
Us!
We need you! We are not pros, we are amateurs - we do it for love, not money. Serve your Rockland community, join the WRFR and the

Buzz team, become a fellow of the Old School, and get on the mailing list. That is what you will be doing when you contribute something your writing, your drawing, your photo, your radio show, your idea, your skill, your support, your criticism. To contribute Around Town
listings, contact Robert Lichtman: 701-5164, robert@thebuzz.me - Amateur writers, photographers, and critics, please contact Joe
Steinberger: 596-0731, joe@interhuman.org - For sponsorship information contact Jerry Sytsma: 417-0864, jerrysytsmawrfr@gmail.com
To learn more, to see the Buzz online, and to contribute to the toner fund, visit WRFR.org
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Competition
Collaboration
Continues
Here is an entry from Ellie Curtis:

Camden Windjammer Day.
On page one is ‘little wing’ by
Kirk Gentelen
How about a photo or two from
you? Enter as many as you like, we
will print as many as we can. We
have more room for black and
white than for color, but both are
welcome.
Please send photos, questions &
comments, to joe@interhuman.org

Notice: We ran out of yellow toner last week, and could print only 70 copies of issue 75. We apologise to those who could not find a copy
on their news stand. We're back in yellow with your support for the toner fund, and can print our usual 250 of this issue. Thank you.

Tune in to WRFR, Rockland's all-volunteer radio station.

WRFR is open to everyone. Programming is as diverse as the range of talents and interests of our community.
All programming is locally generated, and you are invited to do your own show. To learn more about WRFR,
check out our website at WRFR.org and tune in, to 93.3 fm in Rockland, and 99.3 fm in Camden.
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Around
Town
, free and open to the public.
Friday

Sept.7 5-8pm "First Friday Art Walk" Downtown Rockland Art Galleries are open with new shows.

Friday Sept.7 7pm "Harold and Maude" Classic Film with great Cat Stevens music. Friday Night Film Series at Thomaston Public Library.
Friday Sept.7 7-9pm "Rock City Cafe" Kat Logan will sing folk, traditional and original tunes.
Saturday Sept.8 9am-3pm "10th Annual Open Lighthouse Day" Maine Lighthouses will be open to the public. FMI
Lighthousefoundation.org

Saturday Sept.8 11am-3pm "Midcoast Mini Maker Fair in Camden" Camden Library Amphitheatre
Saturday Sept.8 11am-5pm "Millay Arts & Poetry Festival" A gang of Poets will read from their works. Composer Malcolm Brooks will

perform an interlude. The house of Edna St. Vincent Millay's birthplace will be open to the public. Farnsworth Art Museum Library.
Saturday Sept.8 10am - 3pm "Community Picnic for area Boys and Girls" Food, raffles and games. FMI 596-2448
Sunday Sept.9 1:30pm "Sunday Jams in Rockland" Sail, Power & Steam Museum 75 Mechanic St. Rockland
Wednesday Sept.12 6:30pm "Bingo at Rockland Elks Lodge" Rankin St. Rockland
Thursday Sept.13 6:30pm "Liner Notes" Gary Rainford will read poems from his new book. Rockland Public Library

WRFR and the Buzz are supported by our sponsors. Please thank them, and give them your custom!

American Legion Post 1 • Apache Boat Works • The Apprenticeshop • Bangor Savings Bank • Bar Harbour Bank & Trust• Barnswallow Books • Blues Festival • Brio
Promotions • Brooks Trap Mill • Burpee, Carpenter & Hutchins Funeral Home • Cafe Miranda • Camden Conference • Camden Harbor Cruises • Camden National
Bank • Chartrand Imports • Computer Solutions • Country Inn at Camden/Rockport • Courier Publications • CURATOR • Dowling Walsh Gallery • The Drouthy Bear
• Eastern Tire • First National Bank • Frantz Furniture • The Free Press • Genuine Automotive • The Good Tern Co-op & Café • Guini Ridge Farm • Haskell Water
Treatment • Hazel's Take Out • Home Kitchen Cafe • Island Institute • Jensen's Pharmacy • Jess's Market • K & P Speed Shop • Knox Village Soup • Lyman Morse •
Maine Street Meats • Maine Coast TV • Maritime Energy • Mountainside Services • Mid-Knight Auto • Monhegan Boat Line • David C. Olivas,DDS • Owls Head
Transportation Museum • Peaceful Passage • Pen Bay Pilot • PDQPrints Done Quickly • Pen Bay Medical Center • Red BirdAcupuncture • Rhumb Line Restaurant •
The Ripple Initiative • Rockland Savings Bank • Rockport Charters • Rotary Pizza • Samoset Resort • Schooner Bay Printing • Seagull Cottage • Side Country Sports •
Southend Grocery • State of Maine Cheese • Strand Theatre • Swan Restorations • Suzuki's Sushi Bar • Tea Printers • Timberhead Music • Toshie Ichiyanagi Tesler,
CPA • Trackside Station • Viking Lumber • Wasses Hot Dogs • Wayfinder School • Whitehall Inn • Willow Bake Shop

