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It is not the Russians who are corrupting our democracy. It is

ourselves, and particularly those few of us who have wealth and

privilege. It is the military industrial complex, it is the health

industry, the education industry, the oil industry, Amazon, Google

etc. , a.k.a. special interests, all profiting grandly by corrupting our

politicians and bureaucrats.

The politicians they simply pay, perfectly legally, in campaign

contributions. To get elected politicians need money to buy time on

the corporate media, and the special interests provide the cash in

return for “access.” It is corruption, pure and simple.

Once elected, the politicians need help to deal with the hundreds of

thousands of pages of legislation that are thrown at them = by the

special interests of course - and those same special interests kindly

provide them with plenty of well trained advisors, a.k.a. lobbyists.

Loyal politicians later are rewarded with lucrative jobs - as lobbyists,

for example.

The bureaucrats cannot, as yet, be paid in cash, but their loyalty can

be, and widely is, rewarded with a well-paid job in the industry they

regulate. Also, the bureaucrats know that to try effectively to regulate

the big corporations is a losing proposition, and bad for one’s career

prospects. They find it safer to regulate the little guys they can easily

beat.

This bleak picture of corruption is not an exaggeration. The proof is

in the pudding: our government serves the special interests, and the

rest of us are being left further and further behind. The “liberty and

justice for all,” to which we proudly pledge our allegiance, is a fading

dream.

The problem is not a new one. The wealth and power of a few, and

the poverty and subservience of the mass of people, is the norm in

civilization.

Democracy, one person one vote, is a way of sharing power equally,

but the forces of concentration and corruption are a constant drag. As

Wendell Phillips, and American reformer, said in 1852,“Eternal

vigilance is the price of liberty; power is ever stealing from the many

to the few.”

The fact that “power is ever stealing from the many to the few” has

been noted by many observers. Adam Smith wrote about it in his

1775 book “The Wealth of Nations.”

In 1982 Mancur Olson, an American economist, published “The

Rise and Decline of Nations” in which he analyses the political and

economic processes that lead to the concentration of wealth and

power, and to the decline of nations. The concentration of power, he

observes, leads to increasing government regulation and restriction on

any economic activity that could challenge the privileged position of

established wealth and power.

Part of Olsen’s contribution is his demonstration that this

increasing restriction on the many, and protection of the few, leads to

economic decline, a decline which is suffered by the many, while the

few, with their privileges, for a time remain comfortable with an ever

growing portion of a shrinking pie. Eventually, however, the nation

declines and collapses. Olson documents this with many examples

from history, but offers no remedy, other than a disaster, such as a

defeat in war, that destroys the old power structure and allows the

development of new institutions. The rise of German and Japan after

the war is an example.

“Progress and Poverty: An Inquiry into the Cause of Industrial

Depressions and of Increase of Want with Increase of Wealth: The

Remedy” is an 1879 book by Henry George, an American economist,

journalist and reformer. His book had a huge circulation, perhaps the

largest ever for a book on economics.

George’s remedy involved the taxation and recirculation of

unearned income, or “economic rent,” from natural resources and

land titles. A modern example of such an approach is the practice

in Alaska of taxing oil production and distributing the proceeds to

the entire state population in equal shares.

This basic idea, to stir the pot of wealth stratification by

periodic per-capita redistribution of a portion of the nation’s

wealth, has been proposed in recent decades by both liberal and

conservative thinkers. Called “negative income tax” or “universal

basic income” it has been promoted by people with as diverse

perspectives as the conservative economist Milton Friedman and

civil rights leader Martin Luther King

The idea has regained currency with the campaign of

Democratic Presidential candidate Andrew Yang. Yang calls it the

“freedom dividend” and proposes a $1000 per month check for

every adult citizen.

Despite the intellectual precedents, and the modest Alaskan

example, it is a radical idea. As Yang puts it: we own this country,

let’s declare a dividend. Radical indeed, but why not? It may well

be an idea whose time has come. Certainly we need a remedy for

the crisis we are in.

The Decline of Democracy

- and a Possible Remedy
by Joe Steinberger
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Our thanks to The Free Press for sharing its calendar.

Farmers’ Markets: Camden Saturday Market:   9 a.m. to noon at Tannery

Park…   Rockland Thursday Market:   8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Harbor Park…

Union Friday Market The music at the August 9 market will be by Kathi

Nordone. 3-6 p.m. on Union Common…

• New Schedule for Rockland Public Library: Mondays, Tuesdays and

Thursdays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturday 10 a.m. to

5 p.m., and Sundays 1 to 5 p.m•

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9:

• “Poetry in Orbit,” 1 p.m. at Farnsworth Art Museum, Rockland. Poets from

Kathleen Ellis’ workshops read.

• Free STEM Fun at Cushing Public Library, 1 :30 p.m. Using the Engineer

Design Process, kids will act as pirates seeking hidden treasure while

learning the science of ocean waters. University of Maine Cooperative

Extension 4-H offers the free program. FMI 354-8860.

.• Gazebones Concert in Camden Amphitheatre, Friday, August 9, at 1 :30

p.m. The trombone ensemble offers an afternoon concert. Bring a picnic.

And the same day, at 7 p.m., the Push Farther Project performs – cello,

percussion and acoustic guitar will accompany a trio of voices who recount

stories through song, with folk, blues and classical influences.

• Comedian Ian Stuart Brings the Funny to Blue Cafe, the intimate space on

Camden Opera House’s third floor, on Friday, August 9, at 7:30 p.m. Free,

with donations accepted. Cash bar.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10:

• Aldermere Farm Art Show and Sale, Saturday, August 10, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

and Sunday, August 11 , 1 1 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the farmnouse, 20 Russell

Avenue in Rockport

• Waldoboro ArtWalk, 4 to 7 p.m. Look for flags at venues including a farm,

Waldo Theatre, stores, galleries and restaurants. Events include the grand

opening of Village Bookshop, Waldoboro Public Library’s used-books store

at 25 Friendship Street, with a table of $1 books. And group show “Animals

of Every Kind” at Medomak Arts, 1 3 Friendship Street.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 :

• American Traveling Morris Dancers in Camden Amphitheatre, 1 p.m. See

the dancers caper through moves born in the English countryside, as they

clash wooden sticks and wave handkerchiefs to lively fiddle tunes. They’ll

also perform on Thursday, August 15, at 2 p.m. in the staff parking lot at

Rockland Public Library.

• Sybil Wentworth Piano Recital in Cushing, 3 p.m. at Old South Church,

Salt Pond Road. The Camden native will play pieces from Colonial

America, Stephen Foster’s Civil War music, Joplin and Joseph Lam rags,

Broadway tunes by Gershwin and Berlin, classical pieces, and a sentimental

Irish tune to cap the show.

•Bay Winds North Wind Ensemble , 4:00 PM  at Sail, Power, & Steam

Museum, Mechanic Street, Rockland.

• Sunday Jams in Rockland, Sail, Power, & Steam Museum, 75 Mechanic

Street, 1 :30 p.m.

MONDAY, AUGUST 12:

• “40 Days of Summer” at Thomaston Public Library, Mondays to Fridays,

through August 16, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The free program, open to all

kids who have completed kindergarten, offers lunch and snacks, plus

indoor and outdoor games, reading, arts and crafts, visits by Chewonki,

and lots more. Kids can attend as many days as they want. Registration

isn’t required, but it speeds up check-in the first day a child

attends:thomaston.lib.me.us.

• Free Adult Art Classes at Rockland Public Library, 1 1 a.m. Catinka Knoth

leads the free Monday classes – with a focus on drawing in color – open to

all, with all materials provided. August themes include sailboats and

lighthouses

• Monday Jams at St. George Grange, at Wiley’s Corner, 7 to 9 p.m. through

October. Country, gospel, folk, bluegrass.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13:

• Free Children’s Drawing Classes at Rockland Public Library, 4 to 5 p.m.

Tuesday. Catinka Knoth leads the Let’s Draw Together! series for kids 6-

plus (under 11 with an adult – adults invited to join in) . All materials

provided. This month: “Let’s Draw August Memories! ”

•Tuesday Jams in Thomaston, Federated Church, 8 Hyler Street, at 7 p.m.

Folk, country, blues, gospel. FMI: 273-2914.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14:

• “Universal Superstars” at Vose Library in Union, 1 1 a.m. to noon. Kids

are invited to enjoy a themed story hour and “space craft” with visting

children’s librarian Kristin Gould. Register at the front desk or call 785-

4733.

• Push Farther Project on Camden Village Green, 1 p.m. The Maine trio

plays progressive folk with a taste of blues, classical and fiddle outdoors.

Free.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15:

• American Traveling Morris Dancers at Rockland Public Library, in the

staff parking lot at 2 p.m. See the dancers caper through moves born in

the English countryside, as they clash wooden sticks and wave

handkerchiefs to lively fiddle tunes.

• 23rd Annual Tenants Harbor Poetry Reading, 5 p.m. at Odd Fellows

Hall. Poets Nan Carey, Alan Clark, Joanna Hynd, Elizabeth Gordon

McKim, David Paffhausen, Teresa Piccari and David Riley will read

between guitar interludes by Stuart Bicknell. Wine and cheese served.

Free, donations welcome.

•Thursday Jams in Warren, Saint George River Cafe, 310 Main Street, 6

p.m. and Friday Open Mics, second and fourth Fridays, at 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16:

• Cushing Historical Society’s Arts in the Barn Show and Reception,

Friday, August 16, from 5 to 7 p.m. Christine Neville’s watercolors,

Candace Briere’s pottery and Jim Nyce’s photography. The show runs

Saturday and Sunday, August 17 and 18, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17:

• Call for Entries to Juried “10x10 Exhibition,” opening August 21 at Port

Clyde Art Gallery, with cash prizes. Submit from August 10 to 19. Rules

and entry fees: PortClydeArtGallery.com.

Grandpa, what's with the flags, they
broken or somethin?

- Glen Birbeck




