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It was not easy for Channa, in her early 20’s, to lose
both her mother and father to illnesses, and also to have
her twin sister severely injured in a car accident. Channa
Putansu (then, Munroe) had a premonition of her sister’s
accident, and when she did not show up for breakfast,
Channa knew what had happened—common with twins.
Historically, when Channa was much younger, her parents
had started Bilbo Baggins in Camden.

Channa was working at a restaurant in Camden doing
food service. She refused to be dragged down by the
tragedies. She had been working hard, doing restaurant
work since her last two years in high school, and even
before that. But once she was working full-time, her
school work went adrift. She graduated after 4 years from Camden High. Earlier in her high
school career, she was truly interested in school work and planned to graduate a year early. Not
to happen. The aroma of working full-time was greater than that of school work.

Channa learned to take things as they come, relying on herself . . . and her peer group… in
restaurant work, as that is a small world. Even though there is much moving around to
different restaurant jobs, restaurants not being known for longevity, the same faces keep
showing up. Not an especially easy job, especially when the fists and drinks start flying when
grudges surface with the local fishermen. Not really a problem now, but dicier the further you
go back.

After working with Todd Putansu for ten years at both the Navigator, where she bartended,
and later at the Tradewinds in Rockland, they married. They have two children, 3 and 5. Channa
now works for Trackside Station Restaurant, and Todd for Myrtle Street Pub. Todd’s parents live
next door to them and thankfully help with the children.

Covid has gutted the food service industry in Rockland. “Right now, Todd and I aren’t getting
more than 3-4 shifts a week,” Channa says. “We live frugally, and we had some savings, but
that’s getting thin. We have more time with the kids—one in school--and that’s good. Having
fewer customers and with constant cleaning and all the sanitary issues, it takes time and holds
me away from having more time with the customers, but I try. The customers have to have a bit
more patience.”

What do you like most in your work? “I’ve always liked bartending the most, the fast-paced,
quick conversations, and as bartenders, we end up learning just about all the back-stories with
the people in town. Helps to know your customers. Makes you tolerant. Everyone has
problems. No hierarchies here. I’m doing more table work, since bartending is slower right
now—too few seats. Masks cover the face except the eyes, and it is harder to communicate if
people don’t see facial expressions—especially with older people; because they have learned to
read facial expressions so well, and many of them have hearing problems.

“People need some courage even to get out, even though here it’s as safe as it gets. Couldn’t
be any worse than the grocery store—probably safer here, especially with this being a high-
ceiling old train station. We haven’t had any problems. Kelly Woods, the manager out front, has
an office, and she is compulsive about getting everything right and safe. She keeps a smooth
background, keeps us in the bubble. And Mike Woods, the owner, in the back—the kitchen—is
up at 4 am prepping, doing some of the cooking. He’s also the maintenance person, electrician,
whatever needs to be fixed.

“We take the name of a contact person and telephone number when guests come in. Most of
them just want to get out, have someone serve them, joke around a bit, have some good food.
It’s not expensive, but when you are running out of money, everything is expensive. Have to
put up with no tips sometimes. Can’t get angry.”

How are tips handled? “We pool our tips. I like that way best. We all work, and some days
you get more tips than others, depending on the customers. Best to let everyone share. Our
basic salary goes up by 50 cents every year. It’s now at $6.50.”

What do you like the least in work? “The computer, especially the complicated programs.
Some of them are easier to work with than others, but they tend to take some of the fun out of
work.” I wondered if computers have sucked fun from just about every workplace, no matter
the type.

I remarked that she brings much enjoyment to many people in her work. “Yes, people enjoy
being served,” she replied, “and we all have learned, let’s say, how to entertain, read people,
know what they like. But, we’re genuine. It’s a time away from work and home.” I told her that
she and her husband, Todd--because I have seen him work at Myrtle Street—they both are
professionals, and that makes a difference. “Yes, that’s a nice way to look at it.” Her smile
realized, even with the mask.

I told her about one of my interviewees who spent time in southern Sicily, and she said that
anyone who does their work very well gets the most respect in the culture, no matter how
much or how little the person earns. That’s professionalism. “In here, we feel that we are
professionals,” she replied, “but we don’t put it that way. It’s just that we know what we are
doing, and we are ready for what comes along, whatever. Bringing enjoyment to people is an
important part of life—really important now.

“It’s hard at times, but it’s a life. For Todd and me, it IS a life, and we can make it. Even with
all that is going on right now, there’s a place for us to have a life and do the work we do, have a
family, have happiness. Never know, maybe someday we can have our own place.”
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Strand on the Air Socially Distant
Good Riddance to 2020 Edition

The Strand Theatre
presents the Socially
Distant Good Riddance to
2020 Edition on Sunday,
December 27 at 5pm. The
shows feature comedy
skits and music, and can
be heard by tuning in to
WRFR at 93.3 in
Rockland, 99.3 in
Camden, or by streaming
at WRFR.org.

An oak tree unknowingly
made an oaken cane for me

The tree guy cut it down
and leaned it by my door

For months it stood entombed in bark
til I with spokeshave set it free

A crooked bit of wood but strong
The ideal staff to lean upon & cudgel if need be

To beat a path to afterlife
Where from this veil of tears I'm free

A cane of oak
Glen Birbeck

Love Fest Feb 14
Join the WRFR MCTV live Local Love Fest

on Valentines Day, Sunday, February 14.
The festival will be on the air and everywhere, and

centered right here in Rockland, Maine. The Camden
Shakespeare Festival players will join us, Chuck
Kruger and friends, and more: musicians, artists,
actors, children, and even politicians,
all from home, and connected on
Zoom in a winter-busting
extravaganza which you are invited to
attend - as a spectator and as a
participant. For the love of your
community, and for your pass to Saint
Peter, help us put this all-volunteer
effort together.

To help: steinberger@gwi.net, or

596-0731
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American Legion Post 1 • Apache Boat Works • The Apprenticeshop • Astrology with Ananur • Bar Harbour Bank & Trust • Blues Festival • Brio
Promotions • Brooks Trap Mill • Bufflehead Sailing Charters • Burpee, Carpenter & Hutchins Funeral Home • Cafe Miranda • Camden Conference •
Camden Harbor Cruises • Camden National Bank • Camden Opera House • C'est la Vie Consignment • Chartrand Imports • Courier Publications • Dead
River Company • Dowling Walsh Gallery • Eastern Tire • Eric Gabrielsen • First National Bank • Frantz Furniture • The Free Press • Genuine Automotive
• Gilman Electrical Company • The Good Tern Co-op & Café • The Grasshopper Shop • Guini Ridge Farm • Hall's Funeral Home • Hoffman's Thomaston
• Home Kitchen Cafe • Jensen's Pharmacy • Jess's Market • K & P Speed Shop • Knox Village Soup • Lyman Morse • Maine Street Meats • Maine Coast
TV • Maritime Energy • Mountainside Services • Mid-Knight Auto • Monhegan Boat Line • Peaceful Passage • Pen Bay Pilot • Pen Bay Medical Center •
Red Bird Acupuncture • Rhumb Line Restaurant • The Ripple Initiative • Rock City Employee Cooperative • Rockland Savings Bank • Sammy's Deluxe •
Samoset Resort • Schooner Bay Printing • Side Country Sports • Southend Grocery • State of Maine Cheese • Strand Theatre • Swan Restorations •
Suzuki's Sushi Bar • Tea Printers • Toshie Ichiyanagi Tesler, CPA • Viking Lumber • Wayfinder School • Willow Bake Shop • The Zack Shack
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Can forty weeks really have passed since I’ve been randomly noting

personal and local happenings during covid? Overall, I am doing OK, as is

my husband. Can we manage another 40 weeks, dependent upon enough

people (75% to 80 %) getting vaccinated to provide herd immunity for our

communities? Growing up as a military dependent I’ve had many, many

immunizations, such as for cholera, smallpox, typhoid fever, yellow fever,

diphtheria, plague, Japanese encephalitis, malaria, polio, etc. without any

negative effects. So, getting the covid vaccine seems simple enough. But it

will be months before the vaccine will be widely available. Meantime, my

masks are and will be my personal accessories into an indefinite future.

“T’was The Night Before Christmas 2020 Version

By Phyllis Merriam

“T’was the night before Christmas, when all through our village

Not a creature was stirring, not even to pillage

The stockings were hung by the woodstove with care

In hopes that the merchandise soon would be there

When, what to my amazed eyes could be seen

But a miniature sleigh with 8 tiny vaccines

With a little wise driver, so lively – not grouchy

I knew in a moment it was our own Dr. Fauci

More rapid than covid new vaccines they came

And he whistled and shouted & called them by name:

“Now Pfizer, now Moderna, now Novavax, now Gavi,

Now COVAX, now Inovio, now Astrazeneca, now Jannsen! ”

After his deliveries, I heard him declaim, as he zipped out of sight,

“Merry Christmas to all and we’ll all conquer this blight! ”

WEEK FORTY-ONE
COVID-19 RANDOM NOTES WHILE SHELTERING IN PLACE

by Phyllis Merriam

Paris Christmas with Covid 19 in 2020
Photos by our correspondent in Paris, Paul Chartrand




