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I Just Came to Play Music
Wednesdays 8-9 p.m.
Ben Martin has a wide variety of
music to share, and a deep
appreciation for vinyl, film, and
comedy. He lives in Warren.

Ben's show sponsored by
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Freedom at Risk!
The enforcement of truth is ever the death of it. Truth cannot be decreed,

it must be learned.

Freedom for ideas, not freedom from ideas, is the way. This is an old
lesson of civilization, a wisdom well expressed by the English poet John
Milton in a 1644 speech in Parliament for the Liberty ofUnlicensed
Printing:

“Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according to my
conscience, above all liberties.

And though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to play upon upon he
earth, so Truth be in the field, we do injuriously by licensing and
prohibiting to misdoubt her strength. Let her and falsehood grapple; who
ever knew Truth put to the worse, in a free and open encounter.

I fear this iron yoke of outward conformity hath left a slavish print upon
our necks…”

That slavish mark remains up-on our necks today, but we have come a
long way since it was considered proper for government to license printers
and to decide what is allowed to be printed. Our U.S. Constitution was
amended at its inception to guarantee freedom of speech and of the press.

But while we continue to deny our government this power, we seem
increasingly willing, even desirous, of having our huge corporate media
oligopoly wield it. How has this come to pass?

First, we have not been as vigilant as our freedom requires. And why not
vigilant? Because we are divided into hostile parties. We must unite, or be
conquered - conquered by those media corporations and their allied interest
groups. The constant power-consolidating will and means of these interests
requires a counter-force of public awareness and unity. Only by working
together to maintain that counter-force can we have a democracy that

serves the public’s interests. Only through “arguing freely,” only through
“free and open encounter,” can we the people find our way to wise and
effective policy of self-government.

What is the source of our increasing division, our increasing
partisanship, our increasing righteousness in suppressing the expression
of the wrong views and attitudes? Certainly it is about party loyalty, about
social pressure to conform to the group.

What is it about human nature that has allowed people to divide into
warring factions, and put each other to death for heresy? Has that been
about one side being right and the other wrong? Has one side been with
God and the other with the devil? The answer is no. We have learned that
from history - or have we?

Clearly the division is not about right and wrong, it is about social and
geographic divisions putting on a theological , or an ideological, face; a
face that expresses righteous indignation and forbids the mutual respect
on which our progress jointly depends.

Today, while we pretend it is about ideas like socialism and capitalism,
and a party called Democrats and a party called Republicans, it has little to
do with those names or with any coherent ideology. A proof of this is the
absurd fact that today’s bourgeoisie claims to be socialist and the
proletariat is convinced they are capitalists. It is, as always, mostly about
social and geographical divisions, not about ideas.

The ideas that matter are our belief in equality, in liberty, and in
fraternity. But it is not enough to say these words - so saying we have been
quick to cut each other’s heads off - but to truly appreciate them. In the
face of the pressure to conform to the orthodoxy of one party or the other,
we must have courage, and energy. Truth is at risk.

Joe Steinberger

Join us next week on the Rockland Metro show for

a lively discussion on Minimum wage. State & local

representatives have been invited to talk about the

economic impact a minimum wage hike will have on

workers and how this move could influence income

inequality in the US. Recently a local referendum and

an effort led by Nate Davis and Ben Door on

Rockland's city council resulted in the first minimum

wage proposal becoming law. In Washington, a proposal to increase the

national wage was not included in the final stimulus bill recently enacted by

President Biden. Notably, voting against a minimum wage hike was Maine

Senator Angus King. The national minimum wage currently stands at $7.50

per hour with no movement in years. Amazon the country's second-largest

employer behind Walmart pays their workers $15. per hour. You are invited

to join our conversation next Wednesday, March 24th from 5 to 6 PM

broadcast live via the zoom platform over WRFR LP 93.3 FM and over Maine

Coast TV channel 7. The Rockland Metro show brings to our community a

weekly discussion of issues facing our lives.   Everyone is welcome to

participate. A guaranteed minimum wage and what does that means for

workers and business. Join us next Wednesday at 5 PM via zoom. I will be

your host.

Steve Carroll

Let's talk about minimum wage

Glen Birbeck

Waiting for your contribution to The Buzz
email steinberger@gwi.net
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Friday’s warm sunny weather forecasting a spring-to-come brought
out strollers, cyclists, roller skaters, in-line skaters, skateboarders,
motorized carts and a convertible. A relative saw the first dandelion by
Sandy Beach. Dogs of various breeds walked their humans. Sunday
night marks turning clocks ahead to welcome more light. These are all
welcome harbingers of spring after a long Covid winter.

Just read about a new Covid-era word: Coronasomnia: the inability
to fall and stay asleep. So happy I’ve never had that problem. I
sympathize with those who struggle.

Had to drive up Route 17 for an appointment and noticed Chickie’s
ice surface is looking unsafe. It has that old ice quality that augers
spring. I don’t know exactly how to describe it. But I know it when I
see it. The ice has melted at the shallow end.

I didn’t see anyone on the ice; I hope no one decides to go out onto
Chickie to test it.

City council just passed ordinances that will allow small
accessory/stand alone small structures on owner occupied properties.
The city continues to ignore and dismiss acute and long neglected
seasonal water run-off problems, with coliform that plague
homeowners. New impervious surfaces will only add to run-offs. One
councilor opined, “those raindrops don’t care where they land”,
ignoring the expertise of one resident and the pleas of homeowners, all
with photo documentation. “Don’t care” seems to be the operative
councils’ words to residents. The songs, “Raindrops Keep Falling on
My Head” and “Little Boxes” play in an endless loop in my brain.

Today, when I fed the crows’ breakfast, I noticed small, white breast
feathers flying around, settling on the ground with some on our roof.
I’m guessing a hawk or Bald Eagle got a seagull. Earlier I had heard and
saw noisy seagulls madly circling the harbor. A Bald Eagle nests nearby.
Survival of the fittest.

St. Paddy’s Day arrived with beautiful weather and an emailed photo
from a friend of her pedicured green nail polish and a staff at my
favorite neighborhood grocery was all decked out in green, with a
fantastic green, sparkly hat. Erin go Bragh!

By the end ofMarch all our relatives, except the younger ones, will
have had their second vaccinations. We’re all feeling elated and hoping
herd immunity can be reached. Vaccinations are breaking along
partisan lines. I’ve read that 40% ofRepublicans are definitely not
getting vaccinated compared to 10% ofDemocrats. In our families,
Democrats are the majority. The two holdouts are Republicans. This
never happened during America’s polio epidemics and the Salk vaccine
that saved millions. Anti-Covid-vaccine proponents seem to be
impossible to dissuade from their firmly held beliefs. To me this seems
self-centered. I’m as rigid in my belief in vaccinations as those who
strongly oppose them. I’m not charitable. I’m afraid.

WEEK FIFTY-THREE
COVID-19 RANDOM NOTES WHILE SHELTERING IN PLACE

by Phyllis Merriam

Become a
WRFR Sponsor

Sponsoring your local all-volunteer
radio station is community service,
public relations, and advertising - all for
just $360 a year. We will record a 20-
second announcement describing your
business or organization and letting our
listeners know how to find you. Your
message will play at least once a day,
every day of the year.

To learn more, email Amie Daniels:

sponsorwrfr@gmail.com.

Hosted by Adrian Counce. Music from artists that you
probably know, but never get any air time – and leaves you
wondering why? All things obscure and strange. Songs that
move you and make you think, such as: Pink Floyd, David
Bowie to “Guns and Roses,” and “ Alice in Chains.” A wide
range of genres played with extreme change ups from one
song to the next. Always a surprise. . . .

Morning Mental Health
Saturday 10-12 p.m.

Blue Suede Connection
Tuesdays 6-8 am

Blue Suede Connection is hosted by life-long
Elvis fans, Daniel Hawthorne and Patricia
Garber. This Graceland adventure celebrates
Elvis' music and his lasting impact on popular
music. Your hosts bring their charismatic fun
to the program and mix up the music with
weekly themed shows such as Elvis Gospel,
Beach Party Elvis, 50's Sock Hop and more.

After Words
Tuesday & Thursday 8-9 a.m.

Join Jo as she reads the
obituaries for Knox County.
After each obituary Jo plays a
song chosen by her based on
what she gleans from each
personal obit.

The Bonnie Farmer Show
Sunday & Thursday 5-7 p.m.
Bonnie's show is an eclectic mix of Rock n
Roll, R&B, Funk, Blues, 60s bands, current
Pop bands, and other genres. Bonnie weaves
an old Earl Hooker song with Anouk, or Van
Morrison with Dr John. No limits. Bonnie has
been producing and airing live shows for the
past 10 years on wrfr. Bonnie does not
podcast and truly believes in the LIVE
experience of a “one of a kind, one time only
show.” Thanks for tuning in.

Sponsored by

After Words is sponsored by

Sponsored by

(to click, go to
wrfr.org)

New Show!

WRFR is local community radio in
Rockland, Maine. We have been
broadcasting on 93.3 fm in Rockland
and 99.3 fm in Camden for almost 20
years.

We are all volunteers, proving that
anarchy can work if the spirit is right!
We are open to everyone and invite
you to join us and do your thing in
our company.




