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Local, funky, folk rock, five piece band Splitwillow is playing a show from
5-8 on the beach at Watermans Beach Brewery in south Thomaston this
Saturday the 28th. Free show, craft beer, beautiful venue!

Splitwillow at Watermans!

A visit to the biggest city in Maine . . . . . Boston!
photos by Ron Tesler

Glen Birbeck

Patricia Sullivan of the Museum ofMaritime Pets to speak at the Rockland Public Library

The Rockland Public Library presents Museum of Maritime Pets founder Patricia Sullivan, Thursday,
September 9, at 6:30 p.m., at the Rockland Public Library. This event is free and open to all.

Animals have been documented and illustrated at sea and on boats for millennia. These animals fulfilled
many roles: some were companions, mascots or working animals, and others were wildlife encountered by
explorers and colonizers. Artists and crew members often sketched animals aboard, as well as animals
encountered on their journeys.

Patricia Sullivan established the Museum of Maritime Pets in 2006. The Museum researches and
documents the lives of seafaring animals from ancient times to the present and promotes humane treatment
of animals serving on board ships of all types. The Museum presents educational programs and exhibits,
maintains a research library, and sponsors college and university interns. It shares space and collaborates
with the Maine Lighthouse Museum in Rockland.

This event will take place in person at the Rockland Public Library. For more information, email
elewis@rocklandmaine.gov.
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Local funky folk rock the Buzz with images
of life, sane and insame, news and views, and
a couple of cruise ships at the public landing
to remind us that we are not alone.

Professional? Not at all.

Is it possible to be somebody without
paying for it, or being paid for it? Yes! The
goal of life is to be one with the universe -
and it's not hard to do. Just join the team!

- Anonymous
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American Legion Post 1 • Apache Boat Works • The Apprenticeshop • Astrology with Ananur • Bay Chamber Concerts & Music School • Blues Festival •
Brio Promotions • Brooks Trap Mill • Bufflehead Sailing Charters • Burpee, Carpenter & Hutchins Funeral Home • Cafe Miranda • Camden Conference •
Camden Harbor Cruises • Camden National Bank • Camden Opera House • C'est la Vie Consignment • Chartrand Imports • Courier Publications • Dead
River Company • Dowling Walsh Gallery • Eastern Tire • Eric Gabrielsen • First National Bank • Frantz Furniture • The Free Press • Genuine Automotive
• Gilman Electrical Company • The Good Tern Co-op & Café • The Grasshopper Shop • Guini Ridge Farm • Home Kitchen Cafe • Jensen's Pharmacy •
Jess's Market • K & P Speed Shop • Knox Village Soup • Maine Street Meats • Maine Coast TV • Maritime Energy • Mountainside Services • Mid-Knight
Auto • Monhegan Boat Line • Peaceful Passage • Pen Bay Pilot • Pen Bay Medical Center • Red Bird Acupuncture • Rhumb Line Restaurant • The Ripple
Initiative • Rock City Employee Cooperative • Rockland Family Dentistry • Rockland Savings Bank • Sammy's Deluxe • Samoset Resort • Schooner Bay
Printing • Side Country Sports • Southend Grocery • State of Maine Cheese • Strand Theatre • Swan Restorations • Suzuki's Sushi Bar • Tea Printers •
Toshie Ichiyanagi Tesler, CPA • Viking Lumber • Wayfinder School • Well and Good Natural Medicine • Willow Bake Shop • The Zack Shack

WRFR and The Buzz are supported by these local business sponsors. Please give them your custom!

Get The Buzz at these Rockand locations: Good Tern Co-op • Dunkin' Donuts • Jensen's Pharmacy • Rock City Cafe • Southend Grocery

The Buzz is composed and printed by the Fellows of The Old School at the WRFR studios, 20 Gay Street, Rockland. Email: wrfr93.3@gmail.com

It’s hard to believe I’ve been keeping random notes for seventy-six weeks -
since April 2020 just after the pandemic was acknowledged for what it was and
continues to be into an indefinite future. I’ve felt like I was in a holding pattern
and continue to feel that way – unable to make firm plans for the future, unable
to see beyond my circumscribed world except via media reports. Yesterday,
various media reports suggest Covid, Delta (and possible other variants) will be
with us indefinitely, something like seasonal flu but more dangerous. Maybe
memory is waning but the last time I remember a personal, invisible public
health menace was the polio epidemic in the Philadelphia area when I was
eight and was lucky to escape with only minor, temporary after-effects. But
then there arrived HIV/Aids, Ebola, SARS and other invisible public health
threats.

All I can do is try to remain safe and maintain the illusion everything appears
normal when I can enjoy the natural world’s gifts in my neighborhood, in my
yard, in my mind. On anxious days I’m purging accumulated belongings to give
away or donate. Do I think or hope that “lightening the load” of material things
will somehow translate to a lighter existential burden during this endless,
uncertain pandemic?

Meanwhile, 90 million Americans are still unvaccinated.

Just when I need to water the gardens, rain arrives to save me the effort of
dragging the heavy 150-foot hose around. I do need to apply plant food but
every time I think of this, the crows are out eating breakfast or lounging on the
patio furniture so I don’t want to disturb them. The crows like to perch on the
backs of chairs; some even prefer crouching on the seats. I find these intelligent
birds endlessly entertaining.

Just learned Pfizer and Moderna booster shots will be available September for
the immune compromised, such as myself and my husband and the elderly.
Boosters will be available at pharmacies, doctors’ offices and maybe clinics. The
VA will also offer them to vets and their family caregivers. Wherever we can
access a booster, my husband and I will go. Unvaccinated younger people are
among the daily three digit numbers of virus victims in Maine and much higher
rates in other states.

This weekend will be the opportunity – if the sky is clear – to see the rare full
“Blue Moon”, which was first noticed in the year 1528. Another “Blue Moon”
will not be visible until 2024. The origin of the term was first published in the
1930’s Maine Farmers Almanac. (Another example of “as Maine goes, so goes
the nation.”)

A bumper sticker seen on Main Street Rockland: “Guano Happens.”

The 2021 academic year will be the third school year in a row of pandemic
uncertainty. RSU 13 will require masks. Other school districts around the
country are experiencing school board blowbacks for requiring or not requiring
masks. Florida’s governor seems willing to sacrifice children, young people and
others on the altar of politics instead of instituting public health protections.

Canada Geese numbered at least a couple hundred on South School’s athletic
field. I had to stop on Buttermilk Lane to let about twenty geese cross the road
in their waddled gait. On my way back a half-hour later all the geese were gone.

On the Route 17 drive to my Augusta eye doctor, there were large neon road
signs in the Windsor-Whitefield area warning, “Caution, Horses and Buggies”
and “Don’t Scare the Mare” and “Whoa, Horses Ahead.” Lots of road apples in
the north and south breakdown lanes forewarn motorists to slow down for
Amish transports ahead. Maine has six Amish communities with the
Whitefield Amish being the southern most community. The most accidents
involving cars hitting Amish horse-drawn buggies have been in the Whitefield
area. Today I saw one buggy driven north by two Amish women as I was driving
south in my Toyota Camry - a juxtaposition of cultures in Maine.

In pre-Covid days we would visit the Unity, Maine Amish General Store, the
nearby Amish Charcuterie that sells homegrown smoked meat and cheese
made by a former Michelin-starred, high end restaurant chef-turned-Amish.
The products will make any foodie swoon. A close by farm sold homemade
pastries the mother made and we’d
drool over the beautiful furniture her
husband made. He also made wooden
coffins. Their large garden had not one
weed and the laundry, hung carefully by
categories, seemed to stretch into the
horizon. Amish children can be seen
bicycling and roller-skating the back
roads of Unity. Amish men working
outside wear summer straw hats and
black felt, rimmed hats in colder
weather.

WEEK SEVENTY-SIX
COVID-19 RANDOM NOTES WHILE SHELTERING IN PLACE

by Phyllis Merriam

Become a WRFR Sponsor
Sponsoring your local all-volunteer radio station is community

service, public relations, and advertising - all for just $360 a year. We
will record a 20-second announcement describing your business or
organization and letting our listeners know how to find you. Your
message will play at least once a day, every day of the year.

To learn more, email Amie Daniels: sponsorwrfr@gmail.com.

WRFR is community radio in Rockland
We have been broadcasting 24/7 since 2002.

At WRFR we are all volunteers - now more than 60 strong. We play
the music and host the talk shows - and we play what we like and say
what we think, subject only to the fcc rules against profanity and our
own principle that we must treat all members of our community with
respect. We serve also as our own administrators and our own
technicians.

We are open to all and would very much like to have your help! To
learn more, go to wrfr.org, or tune in to 93.3 fm!

There’s plenty of fun ahead as THE STRAND ON THE AIR
presents its all-new “Back To Cool Edition! ” Join Liz McLeod and the
Strand Family Players, Brittany Parker, and Dan Bookham as we say
goodbye to summer with an hour of music and laughs. “All Things
Rescinded” will take a look at the challenges kids face as they zoom
out of Zoom and back to the classroom. You won’t want to miss our
musical guests, indie roots rockers Bishop Reilly! The Strand on the
Air – Maine’s own radio variety show – is produced and presented by
the Strand Theatre in Downtown Rockland!

The Strand on the Air!
Sunday, August 29, 5 pm on WRFR

• “OMG” usage can be traced back to 1917. The Oxford English
Dictionary added OMG to its lexicon in 2011 and traced it back to Sir
John Arbuthnot Fisher in 1917, an admiral of the British Navy. In a
letter to Winston Churchill the admiral abbreviated “Oh My God,” in
the military fashion as, “OMG,” making him the first to use the term -
and not some texting teen.
• Some dogs and cats are allergic to humans. The allergy is called

human dander allergy. And just as some people react to a pet's skin
cells, so can the pet react to yours. The odds of it happening are slight
and the symptoms pretty much run the same, from watery eyes and
sneezing.
• The majority of your brain is water - 75%. Most of the rest is fat,

but you need it to support those one hundred billion neurons all
running around in there. And though a lot of people refer to their
brain as a muscle, it’s not.
• Stop signs used to be yellow. The first stop sign popped up in
Michigan in 1915. They were two feet by two feet and were yellow
with black letters according to the Manual of Traffic Signs. It wasn’t
until 1954 that all stop signs were mandated to be red and octagonal.
They had long wanted the signs to be red, but the pigmentation that
kept the signs from fading wasn’t available. An octagon made it
recognizable from the opposite direction. Today's stop signs are seven
feet off the ground in urban areas and five feet in rural.

Four Things You Didn’t Know Yesterday, by Chris Wolf

Editor's Note: Come Back Chris!




